
8
th
 Generation Nérée Godin 

 

1 

 

Baptism of Nérée Godin 

GODIN (Gaudin) Family 
 
The Sixth Generation Born in Canada 
By Paul Godin 2011 (prgodin@gmail.com) 
Updated March 2012 
 
 

 (Louis-) Nérée Godin  
 Born 27 May 1833 Ste Anne de la Pérade 

o Parents Louis Godin and Anne Turcotte 

 Married on 18 Aug 1857 in Ste Anne de la Pérade to Marguerite Perreault 
o Daughter of Dominique Perreault and Esther Lalier 

 
 
Children: (Note: Every entry is confirmed through the original record.  The spelling indicated here is what 

was indicated in the baptismal record.  Searched up to and including 1876 for children.) 

1. Antoine Bruneau: b 7 Oct 1858 
2. George Victor: b 7 May 1860  
3. Marie Fabiana*: b 14 Jun 1861, m 2 Feb1880 Joseph Vachon d 4 Dec 1935 
4. Bruno Clodion: b 15 Jan 1863  
5. Marie Angelina: b 1 Nov 1864, d. 18 Oct 1865    
6. Marie Delina Euphrosine: b 25 Apr 1866 
7. Joseph Achilles: b 8 Jul 1867 
8. Marie Virgina: b 24 Apr 1869 
9. Marie Odile Laura: b 17 Jul 1871 

 
Notes: 
 
*Fabiana in some records is Fabiola 
Neree is an “ouvrier”, “carpentier” or “menusier” for every baptism listed, essentially all meaning 
“carpenter”.  This is the most complete listing of children available anywhere.  Nérée’s year of 
death has not been discovered but he lived to beyond 1901. 
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Marriage of Nérée and Marguerite 

 
 

 
 

Signature of Nérée at the baptism of Marie Fabiana in 1861
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Demographic Shift 
 
The Quebec region, once the heart of the North American colony north of the United States has 
seen its influence decline as other areas of Canada grew.   The makeup of French in Canada has 
also declined.  In 1851 Upper Canada’s population, most of which was French, was 890,000 
representing 36.5% of the overall population of the province of Canada.  Over 150 years later, in 
2006 the population of Quebec was 7,631,552, representing 23.4% of the Canadian population.  
French was listed as the mother tongue for 5,877,660 out of 7,435,900 Quebecers in 2006, a 
large percentage of the population.  In all of Canada in 2006, French was the mother tongue for 
6,817,655 out of a total population of 31,241,030, including Quebec, meaning fewer than 1 million 
non-Quebecers were of French speaking families.  The French represent about 21.8% of 
Canada’s population in 2006, a trend demonstrating a decline in the makeup of French in 
Canada.  Statistics Canada also reports another trend; French mother tongue parent or parents 
living outside of Quebec are more likely to teach their children English than French. 
 

 
Chart: The percentage of Quebec’s population to the population of Canada  

 
 

French is not the only language that has experienced a decline.  Since1996 there has been a 
decline in the percentage of Canadians that have an English or French mother tongue.  From 
1996 to 2006, English mother tongue declined from 59.2% to 57.2% and French from 23.3% to 
21.8%.  In addition, the percentage of people that speak either French or English at home 
declined from 91.0% to 88.9% from 1996 to 2006. Interestingly, bilingual (French and English) 
speakers in Canada stayed relatively stable in the same period at a little over 17%. 
 
This degree of change is an indicator that Canada continues to attract people from around the 
world and Canada’s ethnic background is highly diversified.  Our ancestors contributed to the 
success of Canada as a nation, and other groups of people are able to continue contributing to 
the growth and prosperity of Canada.  
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Census Data 
 
 
Census of 1871- Quebec (population 1,191,516, 32.3% of Canada’s population) 
(Quebec, Champlain South District #132, sub-district 9, page41, line 6, film C-10078, reference RG31) 

 

 
 
 
The census of 1871 included only basic information.  Listed are the following: 
House Number 110, Family number 121 (this information is an assigned number for the survey 
only) 
 

NAME Sex Age 

Godin, Néré M 39 

Godin, Marguerite F 40 

Godin, Victor M 11 

Godin, Fabiana F 9 

Godin, Brunot M 8 

Godin, Délina F 5 

Godin, Achille M 3 

Godin, Virginie F 2 

 
The survey also indicates that Nérée is a “Menusier” (carpenter) and Victor, Fabiana and Bruno 
(spelled Brunot in the survey document) go to school.  
 
Missing and presumed deceased by the time of the survey is Antoine Bruneau, their first-born. 
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Census of 1881- Quebec (Population 1, 359,027, 31.4% of Canada’s population) 

(Ste-Anne-de-la-Pérade.  County: Champlain. Division 3, page 17; District 82, Sub : N, Film C-13213) 

 
The census of 1881 included only basic information.  Listed are the following: 
House Number 76 (this information is an assigned number for the survey only) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fabiana, the eldest daughter at 19 years of age, had married Joseph Vachon in 1880 and lived 
next door (the next family in the survey).  They had a 5 month old son. 
 
Nérée’s mother Marie Anne and Marguerite’s mother Laura were also living at the same address.  
Nérée and Marguerite were very brave to have two 78 year old in-laws in the house.  Another 
interesting note is that Bruno (18) and Mary (15) were listed as students (but not in grade school), 
and Mary (15) and Achille (13) were listed as going to school.  This is significant because 
education beyond grade school was rare among the French Canadians. 
 
In 1891, 30% of Quebecers are listed as illiterate.   According to the book Histoire de L’Education 
au Quebec, the Catholic clergy discouraged advanced education (beyond elementary) in 1891 as 
they were concerned it would upset the social order of the French Catholic community.  
According to an article in the Catholic journal called Mélanges Religieux, the Catholic Church 
must encourage the poor to remain in their social rank, a rank dictated at birth, by discouraging 
education. This attitude created hardship for many French Canadians as a lack of education 
meant a lack of job availability, diversity and options.  In the second half of the 19

th
 century as 

many as 800,000 French left the province of Quebec to find work and freedom in the United 
States.  Bishop Lafleche felt that those emigrating were faithless and greedy, and “chasing the 
golden calf”. 
 

NAME Sex Age 

Godin, Néré M 49 

Godin, Marguerite F 50 

Godin, Marie Anne F 78 

Godin, Victor M 20 

Godin, Bruno M 18 

Godin, Mary F 15 

Godin, Achille M 13 

Godin, Laura F 9 

Perrault, Esther F 78 
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In 1891 fewer than 4% of school aged children enrolled in grade 5 and less than 1% enrolled in 
grade 7.  In addition to the limited education of most French youth, the Catholic-run schools did 
not provide a proper, well-rounded education.  In the mid 1900’s the provincial government took 
control of education from the Church and significantly improved it. With these statistics in mind, it 
is very impressive that our ancestors were still listed as students at their ages. They were within a 
very small minority in French Quebec and were to some degree going against the Church’s 
stance on education and social order. 
 
Census of 1891- Quebec (Population 1, 488,535, 30.8% of Canada’s population) 
 (Quebec, Champlain District #145, sub-district Ste Anne de la Perade, household 85, reference 
RG31) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The census of 1891 included only basic information.  Listed are the following: 
Family Number 85 (this information is an assigned number for the survey only) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note that all indicated they could read and write except for Marguerite.  
 
 
 

NAME Sex Age 

Godin, Néré M 59 

Godin, Marguerite F 60 

Godin, Laura F 19 

Godin, Bruneau M 28 
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Census of 1901- Quebec (Population 1,648,898, 30.7% of Canada’s population) 
(Quebec, Champlain District #145, sub-district Ste Anne de la Pérade, sub-division G-1, Microfilm 
T-6516) 
 

 
This census requested more details than the last survey and included questions on income and 
racial origins (one column asks for “colour”). The entry for Nérée is Family number 42. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Neree is still listed as a menusier (carpenter) with an income of $150 for the year. He is a “logier”, 
a lodger, and there are two other older couples and one single person listed at that location.  All 
are in their 60’s except for Laura.  She is listed as an “Institutrice”, a teacher or tutor, and her 
income at the current location is indicated as $138 and has been employed at home for 10 
months.  She also indicated that she could speak English. This is likely unusual for a person in a 
village in the middle of French Canada. 

 
 

NAME Sex Age 

Godin, Néré M 68 

Godin, Laura F 28 
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Church at Ste Anne de la Pérade, interior view 

Ste Anne de la Pérade 
 
In 1832 there were about 40 houses that made up the village of Ste 
Anne de la Pérade.  The first bridge across the Ste Anne River was built 
in 1836 but it would eventually be destroyed along with two future 
bridges due to the actions of ice and water.  
 
The first school was built in 1838.  It had about 30 students at the end of 
that year.  From 1850 to 1876 the schoolmaster was a Dominique-
Napoleon Saint-Cyr, a person of high character that after his retirement 
from teaching entered politics.  In 1866 there were 98 students, 53 in 
elementary and 45 in college preparation. 
 

 A notation within the 1852 survey states that there 
was a new religious building under construction at 
the time of the survey.  This was the building for 
the Congregation of Notre-Dame, a nunnery, which 
would be occupied in 1855 and used to educate 
young women.  Another part of this project was the 
construction of the new church, one modeled after 
the Notre-Dame cathedral in Montreal.  It took a 
team of 40 horses to haul some of the larger stone 
blocks to build the church, and all the community 
participated.  The church construction began in 
1855 and it was inaugurated in 1869. 
 
 

 
The Fires and Flood of Ste Anne de la Pérade 
 
In February 1893 a fire struck the far shore of the village and destroyed 4 homes and several 
other buildings.  The value of the loss was $12,000.  In July of that year another fire started at the 
sawmill and quickly spread, destroying the cheese factory, the hotel and 20 homes.  The cost of 
these damages was $50,000.   
 
Nine months later a “calamity of a magnitude never seen in the history of the nation” struck.  In 
April of 1894 a heavy rain and a rapid melt of the snowpack caused the banks of the Ste Anne 
River to weaken at St-Alban, approximately 24km upstream from Ste Anne de la Pérade. A 
significant portion of the riverbank slid into the Ste Anne River, taking 4 homes and 4 lives, and 
washing a large amount of silt, over 500 maple trees and other debris downstream.  Some of this 
debris piled up on the west bank of the river near St Anne de la Pérade causing the river to flow 
directly into the opposite bank and not straight into the St Laurence River as it had.  This quickly 
washed away the bank, taking several homes into the river, destroying the road and the bridge, 
and damaging the rail bridge and tracks.  There was fear that the rapid erosion would continue 
and damage the church and the main area of downtown but the current eventually subsided. 
 
One of those homes taken into the river belonged to our ancestor Nérée Godin.   
 
The residents reinforced the banks with stones and large timbers.  Nérée was compensated 
$1800 for the loss of his home and land.  Many of his neighbours were also compensated but 
most were given less than what Nérée received.  He obviously had lost more than most of his 
neighbours. 
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The drawing above is from the book Le Cataclysme de la Riviere Ste-Anne 
(1894). (available on-line).  The shaded area in the image above indicates where 
the landslide took place.  Neree’s house, described as a “nice house of brick”, 
was likely the furthest from the river as it was among the last to be destroyed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following pages are from the book Autrefois et Aujourd’hui à Sainte-Anne de 
la Pérade. (available on line).  This chapter describes the calamities that struck 
the town in 1894.
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Final Word 

 
The last available record for Nérée Godin, the survey of 1901, shows that he was a 68 year old 
lodger living on a small income with his daughter Laura.  It is assumed that Marguerite died 
between 1891 and 1901.   

 


